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The Second Annual DATI Conference will be
held on October 4 and 5 at Clayton Hall on
the University of Delaware campus in New-
ark. Like last year’s conference, sessions will
address a variety of assistive technology
applications across the lifespan. Nationally-
recognized experts will talk about AT oppor-
tunities available through early intervention,
school and vocational rehabilitation pro-
grams, Medicaid, and SSI. Several sessions
will address leisure and recreational activities
supported by assistive technology. A Wash-
ington insider will update attendees on the

latest developments in health care reform
and the implications for AT service delivery. A
large exhibit of products and services will
accompany the conference sessions.

The registration fee of $15 for consumers and
$25 for all others permits access to all confer-
ence activities, including continental break-
fast, lunch, and breaks both days. A limited
number of consumer scholarships are avail-
able. For more information, or to receive the
conference brochure/registration kit, contact
Sonja in the DATI Central Site Office at 651-
6790 (voice) or 651-6794 (TDD).
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The AT Messenger
....bringing technology to you

DATI Annual Conference Set for October 4 & 5

Tentative Agenda:
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Consumer Power in the 1990’s: You Have It--You Should Use It

AT Support through
Vocational Rehabilitation

Gardening using Assistive
Technology

How Can Technology Improve the 
Literacy Skills of Students with 

Mild Disabilities?

Lunch

AT Support through Medicaid Playing Around with AT Tales from the Trenches:
Consumers Share Their AT

Experiences

AT Support through SSI/SSDI AT Opens the Door to
Recreation

Custom Seating
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 5 Get Ready to Say “Wow!”: The Future is Not so Far Away

AT Support through the Schools AT in the Home Workshop Assistive Listening

Lunch: Health Care Reform: Where Does AT Fit In?

ADA Compliance through
Worksite Modification

They’re Playing Our Song:
Access to Music through AT

Consumer Advocacy
Workshop
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The DATI is funded by a grant to the Univer-
sity of Delaware from the U.S. Department of
Education, National Institute on Disability and
Rehabilitation Research. The statewide pro-
gram is operated out of four primary sites.
The Central Site, at the Applied Science &
Engineering Laboratories at the A.I. duPont
Institute in Wilmington, is the administrative
and programmatic hub of the DATI network.
The program also supports Technology
Resource Centers in each of Delaware’s
counties.

Central Site
The Central Site coordinates statewide activi-
ties including the annual conference and
other types of training, the equipping of the
TRCs, the equipment recycling program,
funding advocacy, and the peer network. We
also handle telephone and written inquiries
and work collaboratively with other agencies
to increase technology-related assistance in
DE. Give us a call and get in on the action!!

The Central Site staff includes Beth Mineo,
Director; Bob Piech, Project Coordinator; Ron
Sibert, Funding Specialist; Donna Bacon,
Education & Training Coordinator; Gregg
Stum, Research Programmer; and Sonja
Simowitz, Staff Assistant.

New Castle County
Delaware Elwyn
321 E. 11th St.
Wilmington, DE 19801-3499
(302)657-5647; (302)658-8860 (TDD)

It has been almost a year since we started
making the Technology Resource Centers an
operational reality, and we are enthused
about sharing the excitement of helping peo-
ple obtain assistive technology.

We would like to introduce the staff that will

be helping you when you call the New Castle
County Center, located at Delaware Elwyn.
We are delighted to have Amy McEvoy as
Administrative Assistant. Amy is a recent
honors graduate in English and French from
the University of Delaware. Amy is extremely
knowledgeable about computer software and
worked as a student part time at the DLRS
Center for Technology at the University of
Delaware. When Amy is not working at the
center, she is busy getting ready for her wed-
ding in October!

Linda Heller, Director of the center, is an
audiologist and speech therapist by clinical
training. Linda has worked in schools, hospi-
tals, and rehabilitation centers both as a clini-
cian and in senior management positions in
health care. In addition, she was born with a
moderate to severe hearing loss and has
worn two hearing aids since the age of 17.
Linda brings a unique perspective to the Cen-
ter with experience as a clinician, administra-
tor, and consumer.

The NCC Center also has several consumer
volunteers and a wonderful, active advisory
board that guides and supports the services
of the center. But we at the center look for-
ward most of all to hearing from you!
TOGETHER we can reach the goal of getting
assistive technology into the hands of all who
need it!

Kent County
Easter Seal of Del-Mar
Kent County Orthopedic School
Carver Rd.
Dover, DE 19901-2716
(302)739-6885; (302)739-6886 (TDD)

The Easter Seal Technology Resource Cen-
ter operates under the philosophy that tech-
nology is nothing without the human factor.

DATI Throughout the State...
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We believe that the technology available
through the TRC will allow individuals with
disabilities to break some of the barriers that
restrict their educational, social-recreational,
and vocational goals and achievements. We
believe that “for most people technology
makes things easier. For people with disabili-
ties, however, technology makes things pos-
sible”. (Mary Pat Radabaugh)

Maureen Schweitzer is the Coordinator of the
TRC. She has extensive experience in pro-
viding augmentative communication services
and using computer technology in interven-
tion with children and adults.

Ed Salisbury is the Assistive Technology Spe-
cialist who has a background in electro-
mechanical engineering. Ed has experience
in fabricating equipment and devices specifi-
cally to meet the needs of individuals with dis-
abilities.

Patty Hove and Justine Gray are Occupa-
tional Therapists who share the responsibili-
ties of the Assistive Technology Specialist.
They offer information about access as it
relates to the use of different parts of the
body and body movements. This expertise
has been invaluable as it has encouraged
individuals to try various access methods that
they may not have considered otherwise.

Lori Zimmerman is the Center’s Administra-
tive Assistant who schedules all appoint-
ments and equipment demonstrations.

Sue Ellen Powell is a consumer demonstrator
who works part-time during the school year.
She uses the Center’s database to research
information requested about different pieces
of technology.

The TRC is set up to represent 9 different
areas of technology. A series of work stations
display different groupings of equipment rep-
resenting low technology and high technology
for individuals of all ages.

We are located behind the William Henry
Middle School in the Kent Orthopedic School,
with a satellite site at the Delaware Division of
Libraries in the Edgehill Shopping Center,
Dover. Call us for more information or a tour
at 739-6885.

Sussex County
Easter Seal of Del-Mar
Easter Seal Rehabilitation Center
600 N. DuPont Highway, Suite 100
Georgetown, DE 19947
(302)856-7946 (voice or TDD)

It’s summer, hot and humid, and the beaches
are crowded. When you feel the need to get
away, please accept this invitation to come
visit the Sussex Technology Resource Cen-
ter. Go to Georgetown and get on Highway
113, and turn into the professional plaza
across from 84 Lumber. This will bring you to
the Easter Seal complex which houses the
Sussex TRC.

The Sussex center, although small, has a lot
to offer, especially in the area of daily living
devices. Don’t let the size fool you! It’s
packed with computers, communicators,
walkers, and cushions. Also available is a
computer/video room and resource library
where you can try out computer programs,
preview videos, or browse through reference
materials and catalogs.

Our staff of Linett Fleetwood, Director, and
Dee Huffman, Administrative Assistant, is
happy to answer any questions or help find
equipment. And if you can’t make it to us,
we’ll make housecalls! Call at 856-7946
between 8:30 and 4:30 weekdays to arrange
for an individual consultation.
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These are exciting times for children with dis-
abilities. Assistive technology (AT) can
enable many to learn and participate more
fully in activities with their nondisabled peers.
While not all AT is expensive, paying for
devices and services is still a common con-
cern. Resources are out there. Getting to
them is just a matter of understanding and
working within the appropriate system.
Described here are two major AT funding
streams for children and adolescents with
disabilities: Medicaid and the School System.

Medicaid/ EPSDT
The Medicaid program was created under
Title XIX of the Social Security Act “to provide
assistance to states to furnish medical assis-
tance on behalf of families with dependent
children and of aged, blind or disabled indi-
viduals whose income and resources are
insufficient to meet the cost of necessary
medical services”. People who know that
Medicaid exists also know that it is a “means
[or income] tested” program; that is, eligibility
depends on one’s limited income and inability
to pay for medical care. 

Many families with disabled children will actu-
ally forego the program’s medical benefits
because they don’t want to be regarded as
poor. The fact is that some families whose
incomes may qualify them for Medical Assis-
tance do not apply for it because it seems like
“welfare”. Also, families whose incomes fall
above the poverty level believe that their chil-
dren with disabilities do not qualify for Medic-
aid benefits. Many children with disabilities
can qualify for Medicaid regardless of the
family’s income level. Once it has been
established that a child is disabled, the child
may qualify for Medicaid either because of
that disability or due to lack of personal

income. In such instances the child’s income,
which is usually modest or nonexistent, is
considered independent of the family’s
income. This, is called the MEDICAID
OPTION FOR DISABLED CHILDREN. Use
this term when inquiring about eligibility.

Every state that participates in the Medicaid
program receives matching funds from the
federal government. In Delaware, the match
is 50 cents on the dollar. That is, the Federal
Government reimburses the State for 50% of
the funds spent on providing Medicaid ser-
vices. Each state must file a state plan detail-
ing the services covered under its Medical
Assistance (Medicaid) program. Some of
these services are mandatory and others are
optional. That is, participating states are
required to provide some Medicaid services,
and can choose whether or not to provide
others. The durable medical equipment
(DME) funding component of the program
(the part that would pay for assistive technol-
ogy devices) is an optional service. However,
that distinction need not be a concern for
younger age groups because Medicaid eligi-
ble children with disabilities are not
bound by state plan service restrictions
under the Medicaid’s Early Periodic
Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment
(EPSDT) program. EPSDT is a mandatory
service for Medicaid eligible children from
birth through age 21. Because of its compre-
hensiveness, it has been referred to by some
as the “gold card” of medical service cover-
age for children with disabilities. Under the
“treatment” part of EPSDT, Medicaid will
pay for medically necessary equipment
(DME) and services that are covered
under Title XIX, even if the equipment and
services are not specifically listed in the
state plan.

Assistive Technology Funding for Children with Disabilities
Ron Sibert, DATI Funding Specialist
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The only catch is, like with most other insur-
ances, equipment purchased by Medicaid
must be “medically necessary” and pre-
scribed by a physician. Now exactly what
does medical necessity mean? 

Let’s say a child who is both deaf and blind
needs an Arkenstone reader - a device that
can scan written materials and translate
those materials into braille. The child needs
this device in order to read and communicate.
Are reading and communicating medically
necessary? Think about it. If you were unable
to communicate would you be able to make
your doctor understand your illness well
enough to obtain adequate medical care? Not
likely. Does an augmentative communication
device replace a function which is absent due
to a disability? Of course it does. That com-
munication device is just as medically neces-
sary as a wheelchair is for a person who is
paralyzed from the waist down. Both types of
devices replace a function that is diminished
due to a diagnosed disability. 

Of utmost importance is the language that is
used to document medical necessity. The
prescribing physician should explain how the
patient’s impairment/illness affects the ability
to function, and how the prescribed device
would improve the situation. Delaware Medic-
aid requires a complete description of the
prescribed device (i.e., price, brand, and
model number) and the specific features that
make that particular item the most appropri-
ate to meet the individual’s needs. Compar-
ing it to similar, less expensive products is
also advisable. It will speed up the process-
ing of the claim. If there is other insurance
coverage, all claims should be submitted at
the same time to avoid delays. Medicaid is
the “payor of last resort” and will therefore
require written denials from other insurers
before purchasing any equipment or ser-
vices.

Schools 
Besides Medicaid, schools are another major
funding source for assistive technology for
children and adolescents with disabilities.
According to Public Law 101-476, the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
every child with a disability is entitled to a
Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in
the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE).
FAPE includes Special Education Services
for children with disabilities. Because AT can
accommodate functional needs that impact
learning and education of children with dis-
abilities, it must be considered a component
of Least Restrictive Environment and Free
Appropriate Public Education. 

In order for a school district to pay for equip-
ment, it must be deemed a part of Special
Education, Related Services, or Supplemen-
tary Aids and Services. Above all, the equip-
ment must be EDUCATIONALLY
NECESSARY. Here again, note the impor-
tance of wording in the equipment justifica-
tion. It should always be tailored to the
funding source. So how are assistive technol-
ogy needs documented in Special Educa-
tion? According to IDEA, every child who
receives special education or early interven-
tion services must also have its amount,
duration and scope documented in an Indi-
vidualized Education Program (IEP) for Spe-
cial Education or an Individualized Family
Services Plan (IFSP) for Early Intervention. If
a child needs assistive technology devices or
services to compensate for an educational
deficit, and that need is documented on the
IEP, the school district must provide that
device or service. The law requires it. 

Parents have the right to participate in the
IEP’s development at a meeting convened for
that purpose. Children with disabilities have
the right to assessments in which AT is con-
sidered. At the IEP meeting the parent and
child also have the right to be represented or
accompanied by any advocate, clinician, or 

Continued on Page 6
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Funding for Children, cont’d...

technology expert they choose. Parents may
also appeal any decision made at the IEP
meeting through due process; but schools
and parents need not be adversaries. A great
deal can be accomplished with cooperation. 

The incorporation of technology into educa-
tional programs is a challenge that must be
shared by consumers, schools, and service
providers. For example, assistive technology
device recommendations should always be
based on thorough professional evaluations
and assessments of individual needs. No
device should be selected solely because of
its price, attractiveness or prevalence in the
marketplace. The usefulness of a device is
not a function of cost or popularity; it is a
question of the individual’s unique needs. 

Finally, school districts in Delaware are
approved Medicaid/EPSDT providers. Recall
that assistive technology devices, as well as
necessary assessments and evaluations,
may be charged to the State’s medical assis-
tance program - if they are shown to be medi-
cally necessary. This would significantly
offset the cost of equipment and related ser-
vices incurred by the schools. While school
districts cannot require parents to apply for or
divulge existing Medicaid coverage, it may be
in the child’s best interest for them to do so.
Why? Because if the school district pays for
the equipment, it is the school district’s prop-
erty; but if it is purchased by Medicaid, the
device belongs to the child. 

New legislation and increased awareness is
challenging parents, schools, state agencies
and service providers to work together to
meet the technology needs of children with
disabilities. There is every indication that it
can and will be done...with persistence, a little
resourcefulness, and a lot of cooperation. 

DATI Network Enhanced 
Through Computer
Technology
The DATI has invested hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in the Technology Resource
Centers, equipping them with the latest in
assistive technology and staffing them with
knowledgable individuals. The TRCs have
become even more efficient with the installa-
tion of a computer system that connects all of
the DATI sites and makes communication as
easy as pressing a key. One of the most
important features of the system is its inven-
tory capability. All DATI locations have quick
access to information about every information
resource and every piece of assistive tech-
nology throughout the statewide network.
Using the system, staff can find out in which
center a particular item is housed, pricing and
vendor information, and whether or not the
device is currently on loan. Staff can use the
system to reserve an item for someone who
wishes to borrow it. The system also gener-
ates all of the paperwork necessary to com-
plete the loan process.

The computer system has other exciting
capabilities. It provides a means of communi-
cation among all DATI sites with its electronic
mail and bulletin board features. It generates
other types of forms and documents needed
by the sites, and collects and tabulates a vari-
ety of data. The system was designed exclu-
sively for the DATI by Gregg Stum, a member
of the Central Site staff. Gregg will be incor-
porating additional features into the system
over the next several months. The DATI is
very grateful to IBM for providing the hard-
ware on which our communication software
package operates.
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and phone numbers and they can then com-
municate directly with one another about the
“deal.”

People wishing to have one or more specific
devices or needs listed in the database may
call the DATI Central Site at (302)651-6790 or
one of our three Technology Resource Cen-
ters. The number in New Castle Co. is 657-
5647; in Kent Co. 739-6885; and in Sussex
Co. 856-7946. The AT Messenger will fea-
ture new additions to this database list in
each issue.

Please note that this service is primarily for
the matching of equipment with needs among
private individuals. Commercial enterprises
wishing to buy or sell used assistive technol-
ogy devices should contact the DATI Central
Site to discuss an appropriate means of infor-
mation exchange. Also, be aware that the
DATI accepts no responsibility for the working
condition of any device passed on through
this service. Any terms for product exchange
are to be worked out privately between the
supplier and recipient.

Recycling Craze Hits AT!
Recycling is a common practice in these
environmentally conscious times. This has
carried over into the field of assistive technol-
ogy. Recycling allows someone who sells a
used device to recoup some of his/her pur-
chase cost and enables the buyer to acquire
technology at a reduced price. 

To address the interests of those with used
equipment and those looking for it, DATI is
pleased to announce the availability of a new
service coordinated through our offices. The
Assistive Technology Recycling Program will
accept information from people with devices
to sell or donate and from people looking to
obtain used equipment. All of this information
will be maintained in a computer database
for efficient matching of those having devices
with those needing devices. Once a match is
made, DATI will inform the parties of the
potential match and determine their willing-
ness to pursue the sales/exchange of the
equipment. If the parties concur, the project
will provide them with each others’ names

For Sale: Fully automatic
hydraulic wheelchair lift to be
mounted in a van (in slight dis-
repair). Will consider any offer.
(Item 1-1-001)

FREE! Stair Glide Lifts (3) for
transporting a seated person
up and down steps. (Item 1-1-
002)

FREE! Automobile roof top car-
riers (2) suitable for wheelchair
storage. (Item 1-1-003)

FREE! Hoyer Lift for transferring
in and out of wheelchair, bed,

bath, etc. (Item 1-1-004)

FREE! Electric wheelchair. (Item
1-1-005)

For Sale: Independent Living Aids
Electronic Magnifying viewer. Por-
table device to be used with moni-
tor for low vision. Asking $900.
(Item 1-1-006)

FREE! Invacare commode chair.
(Item 1-1-007)

FREE! Child-size A-frame
stander. (Item 1-1-008)

FREE! Standard adult crutches (2
pair). (Item 1-1-009)

MacIntosh Computer in good 
condition for home use.

Left-handed calculator.

Toddler-size free-standing 
prone colorform stander.

Child-size walker for 12-year-
old.

Devices Available

Devices Wanted

For Sale: Aluminum back
brace, cotton frame, buckles,
size 12. (Item 1-1-010)

Call DATI Central Site at (302)651-6790 for further information or to place your ad!
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Welcome to The AT
Messenger!
You are reading the premier issue of The AT
Messenger, the newsletter of the Delaware
Assistive Technology Initiative. This publica-
tion is designed to keep you up-to-date on
assistive technology “happenings” in your
community, throughout the state, and across
the nation. Be sure to check out the Calendar
of Events that we’ve included as a pull-out
insert for your convenience. In this issue, you
will also get an update on AT funding strate-
gies, a sneak preview of the DATI Annual
Conference, and an introduction to the latest
craze in recycling. We look forward to your
reactions and suggestions. Keep in touch!

The AT Messenger is published bi-monthly by the Dela-
ware Assistive Technology Initiative

Delaware Assistive Technology Initiative
Applied Science & Engineering Laboratories
University of Delaware/A.I. duPont Institute
P.O. Box 269, 1600 Rockland Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19899
Phone: (302)651-6790
TDD: (302)651-6794
FAX: (302)651-6793

Beth Mineo, Director
Bob Piech, Project Coordinator
Ron Sibert, Funding Specialist
Donna Bacon, Education & Training Coordinator
Sonja Simowitz, Staff Assistant
Gregg Stum, Research Programmer

DATI is funded by the National Institute on Disability and
Rehabilitation Research of the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, Grant #H224A10005. This publication does not nec-
essarily reflect the position or policy of NIDRR/ED, and no
official endorsement of the materials should be inferred.

The University of Delaware is an equal opportunity
employer and prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color, creed, age, national origin, marital status or disability
in conformity with applicable laws.


